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Langley Park School for Girls 
Headteacher: Ms Katie Scott  

24th April 2020 

 

Dear Parents, Carers and Students 

 

At the end of week three of home schooling we hope that routines for learning, resting and relaxing have 

been re-established after the Easter break.  Staff are working hard on setting meaningful work for 

students to complete.  Please do remind your children that work will be set when staff can work (and 

this varies depending on their individual circumstances), and students are encouraged to complete the 

work according to their normal school timetable. 
 

It is also worth reminding them that they will be sitting end of year examinations that will cover work 

from September 2019, as well as some of the post-lockdown work.  The Daily Briefing contains revision 

tips and when work isn’t being set for a subject for whatever reason, spending that period on revision 

would be a useful thing to do.  There are many online platforms, including the new BBC bitesize lessons 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize and online learning from the Oak Academy that might support revision 

in addition to all the resources that LPGS provide access to. 

 

SSAT (Schools, Students & Teachers Network): 

We are very pleased to have been notified by the SSAT of our Exceptional Educational Outcomes awards 

for Key Stages 4 and 5: 

• for exceptional student progress in the 2019 end of Key Stage 4 exams 

• for exceptional student attainment in academic subjects in recognition of being in the top 10% of 

non-selective schools nationally for student attainment in the 2019 end of Key Stage 5 exams 

• in recognition of achieving significantly higher than national average student progress among non-

selective schools in the end of 2019 Key Stage 5 exams 

 

School Opening: 

As speculation continues we are developing plans for both an extended lockdown and a re-opening prior 

to September.  What is very clear is that we will not be returning before half term.  The leader of one of 

the Headteachers’ unions, ASCL, has stated that 1st June is the earliest that we could return, but that we 

would need to know as soon as possible to make the appropriate plans.  Also, that opening school to 

beyond the children of Key Workers would be in a very different form than that we know of ‘normal’ 

school.  With the Chief Medical Officer, Chris Whitty stating that social distancing will need to be in place 

for quite some time, when it is announced that schools will return it is likely to be in way that sees only 

part of the school population in at any one time.  Some teachers’ unions are stating that certain criteria 

must be met before teachers are asked to return, including access to the appropriate PPE, and we know 

that sourcing that for the NHS has not been effective. 

 

Keeping up with conflicting messages and planning for all the possible permutations is a full time job in 

itself.  I am fortunate to have colleagues in other schools and we discuss the various possibilities 

regularly.  What I am reassured about is that the students at LPGS will comply with whatever measures 

are deemed necessary to keep us all safe.  

 

The strategies needed if return is this academic year or next, are quite different.  Trying to anticipate 

the social distancing measures that will be recommended and making sure staff and students can work 

in, an already crowded building, and what will be the impact on young people’s journeys to and from 

school is not easy.  Whilst it is keeping me busy, I am constantly mindful of how lucky we are.  If we 

take the point about public transport for example.  Upon entry, all students live within a 20 minute walk 

to school.  Avoiding public transport in Years 7-11 would be entirely possible.  The quality of air across 

the globe has improved immeasurably in this short space of time and it seems unthinkable that we would 

go back to ridiculous, and quite frankly, selfish behaviours of unnecessarily driving up Hawksbrook Lane.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize


 

 

Our classrooms are made much smaller by lockers.  Consideration will be given as to whether great 

space is a price worth paying for not having lockers (many schools don’t have them).  Students keep 

their books at home and carry what they need for the day in a rucksack).  How we organise breaks and 

lunchtime also needs to be considered.  There are many possibilities and we will be led by the scientific 

advice as to what is necessary and logistically what is possible given the obvious constraints.  

 

Grading GCSEs & A-Levels: 

Staff involved in Years 11 and 13 are working out the grades to be awarded to this year’s students.  This 

is going through a very rigorous (but time-consuming process) and is obviously a very important aspect 

of ensuring that no young person is disadvantaged by being a teenager at the time of COVID-19.  This 

is a huge undertaking in addition to the normal workload of this time of year. 

 

It has been decided that results will be published to schools and students at the original dates rather 

than them being brought forward as was being discussed.  

 

It is worth noting again that none of the information that the school submits to the Exam Board can be 

shared with candidates or their parents.  In fact, to do so, would be considered exam malpractice and 

would carry the same consequences both of the candidates and school as the examination centre.  There 

has been much in the educational press about pressure being applied to teachers.  I, along with all 

Headteachers, have to sign a declaration that states that the process has been undertaken with the 

utmost integrity, and this is not something I can do unless I am assured that we have acted correctly. 

All staff have been instructed to forward any queries regarding grading to Mr Webb and myself.  

 

We will write in more detail about the appeals process but in short, appeals will be made on behalf of 

students via their school if: 

 

a) The student requests this 

b) The school believes the information we have supplied to the Examination Board has been 

incorrectly applied. 

 

No appeal can be based on staff assessment, rank order or national standardisation. 

 

Government Support: 

• Free School Meals 

The Government scheme to provide vouchers is still not working and LPLT continues to provide this 

directly to parent email addresses for those who qualify.  There are £1,000s of vouchers that have not 

yet been used and this is likely to be because they have been filtered into your junk mail rather than 

main email inbox.  If your child is in receipt of Free School Meals and you have not yet received vouchers, 

please do check all email inboxes and get in touch. 

 

• Universal Credit 

There have been many people across the UK whose income has suffered because of the lockdown and 

therefore the number of applications for Universal Credit has meant that an already imperfect system is 

struggling.  Under normal circumstances, you can apply for Free Schools Meals on the basis that you are 

in receipt of Universal Credit.  However, in these circumstances, the Government has said that if you 

forward to us evidence of the application for Universal Credit, we can pay the Free School Meal Vouchers 

to you in the meantime.  

 

Lots of people claim Free School Meals for a limited period.  It does provide valuable help to parents and 

of course means the school gets a higher level of funding for FSM students.  This allows us to help with 

trips etc.  The processing of Free School Meal applications is also taking some time (although these 

applications should still be made here) and we obviously want to get the help to those who need it.  As 

students in school have the money automatically added to their toggles, students are not aware of who 

receives Free School Meals and who doesn’t.  

 

• Laptops for Disadvantaged Students in Year 10 

The Government announced this valuable help and promised that the portal would be working by 

Wednesday (we have to submit a business plan).  It isn’t yet operational but fortunately we distributed 

laptops to disadvantaged students in every year group in those final hours before school closed. We 

https://www.bromley.gov.uk/info/200086/schools_and_colleges/62/free_school_meals


 

 

know there are some students whose devices have not survived the extensive use and that there are 

some students that are sharing devices between a number of siblings.  As soon as we have more news 

on this we will update you.  In the meantime, please do let us know by  emailing info@ 

lpgs.bromley.sch.uk  if either technology or other resources are providing barriers to your child’s learning.  

 

How you can help others: 

We know the circumstances of many of our families will have changed in this extraordinary period.  There 

are a number of things that you can do to help, if you are in a position to do so. 

 

• Second hand uniform 

If you have any uniform at all that is no longer needed, please donate this to the school.  We are able 

to receive this Monday-Friday 9.00am to 3.00pm at LPBS (this week) / LPGS (next week) Reception 

during term time.  We are not asking you to make an unnecessary journey, but perhaps as part of your 

daily exercise you could walk/cycle this uniform down.  Last year we collected lots from Year 11, however, 

this year it simply wasn’t possible. 

 

• School Fund 

We ask for an annual donation of £50 per student from those families that can afford this.  If you can 

make this donation, or an additional donation this will enable us to help families now and when we return 

to pay for the educational experiences and resources that make learning more effective and enjoyable.  

 

The easiest way to pay is via your child’s sQuid account or by bank transfer/standing order direct into 

the school’s bank account – Lloyds Bank, sort code 30-91-35, account number 03060961. If you are a 

UK taxpayer, the school can claim an additional 20% on your donation through HMRC’s Gift Aid Scheme.   

Please complete the form attached here and return to the school.  

 

Daily Briefings: 

These are designed to give daily updates based on communication and feedback that we receive 

throughout the day.  It is also supposed to replicate some of what assemblies might include as well as 

puzzles, podcasts and other material that might be of interest of students, their parents and wider family. 

One school has already requested that they use them and various families have said that they forward 

them on to relatives.  We are really happy that they are proving useful, educational and entertaining. 

They are emailed to parents each day and students can access them through Firefly here. 

 

Supporting learning at home: 

Our students are coping well but we know some of our younger students are finding it more difficult 

(understandably).  We wrote to Year 7 parents on Thursday in response to feedback here.  The Education 

Endowment Foundation has published some useful guides for supporting learning at home that is 

applicable for primary and secondary age children which can be found here.  

 

Social Media: 

A couple of parents have communicated concerns about us promoting social media when I have 

previously said that it should be limited for young people’s mental well-being, so I would like to take the 

opportunity to clarify this.  In normal circumstances we want young people to spend as much time in the 

‘real’ world developing interpersonal skills and being involved in real life activities.  Spending your free 

time on screens precludes this.  However, in the absence of the freedom to attend school, we have little 

alternative but to rely on distance learning.  Likewise, with social distancing preventing young people 

from meeting up, social media/screen time does enable them to stay connected and talk though and 

process what they are experiencing with their peers.  This is an important coping strategy.  The Instagram 

live events and other ‘fun’ activities are not compulsory and ultimately children are in the care of their 

parents/carers and they must make the decisions about what they feel is appropriate in the circumstances 

in terms of access to such platforms.  Some have chosen to access Instagram only through a parent’s 

device so that their child gets the benefit but not the potential harm, others have opted out of the 

‘optional’ stuff.  We have been passing on safeguarding advice about various platforms so that parents 

have the knowledge to best manage the risk. 

 

As always, if you have concerns or want clarification about why we are doing what we are, please do 

contact me.  It is easy for frustrations to build when we are in the confines of our own homes, juggling 

the demands of work and home. 

https://langleyparkgirls.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/key_information/Gift-Aid-Form-2019.pdf?t=1569595658
https://lpgs.fireflycloud.net/whole-school-news/student-briefings
http://www.lpgs.bromley.sch.uk/481/letters-home
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/


 

 

 

How to apply for the Sixth Form: 

Information on applying for the Sixth Form can be found here. 

 

A reminder that all COVID-19 related letters are on the website and are emailed to parents. 

 

In lovely and very welcome positive news, Mrs White had a baby girl on 17 th April.  Both mother and 

baby are doing well.  Congratulations Katie! 

 

 
 

Best wishes for a weekend in which I hope you have a way of enjoying the glorious weather. 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Katie Scott 
 

Ms Katie Scott 

Headteacher 

http://www.lpgs.bromley.sch.uk/496/how-to-apply


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


