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Dear Parents and Carers 

Thursday 19th March 2020 
 

Tomorrow is our last day in school for what may be quite some time.  Today we have spoken to Year 11 

and 13 and given them instructions for what to do tomorrow and distributed laptops to the students that 
told us in the audit we carried out in preparation, that they did not have them.  We know they will look 

after them and return them to us after this is over. 
 

Year 11 and 13 

Year 13 to come in for 9.00am with their evidence and returning resources.  Assembly will start at 
9.30am.  

 
Year 11 to come in for 10.20am with their evidence and returning resources.  Assembly will start at 

11.00am. 
 

As we always do at this time of year, we are asking that if you have uniform/PE kit that you no longer 

need, please donate it.  Our incoming Year 7 and many of our existing students rely on pre-loved uniform 
and never will people need more help with uniform, than they will after the impact of not working/reduced 

income. 
 

After we have seen them for evidence/resource collection and to say goodbye (live via Lola’s Instagram 

page) they will be free to go. 
 

Years 7-10 & 12 
The timings of the school day tomorrow are: 

 

9.00-9.30  REGISTRATION 
9.30-10.20  Period 1 

10.20-11.00  Period 2  
11.00-11.30  BREAK 

11.30-12.20  Period 3 Year 10/12 Assembly 
12.20-13.00  LUNCH 

13.00-14.10  Period 4 including DEAR (distribution of resources) – students dismissed 

 
We need to give staff some time at the end of the day to reflect on what is in place and what needs to 

be done.  Government announcements have come at a difficult time of day.  Many people have been 
working late into the night and very early in the morning, and we need some time to think slowly. 

 

This is interesting on the development of COVID-19 vaccine: 
A podcast that is from New Scientist (25 minutes) that includes information about COVID-19. 

https://www.newscientist.com/podcasts/?utm_campaign=onesignal&utm_medium=alert&utm_source=
editorial  

 

https://www.newscientist.com/podcasts/?utm_campaign=onesignal&utm_medium=alert&utm_source=editorial
https://www.newscientist.com/podcasts/?utm_campaign=onesignal&utm_medium=alert&utm_source=editorial


 

 

 
Down Syndrome Awareness Day 

On Friday 20th March we will be celebrating Down Syndrome Awareness Day.  The aim of the day is to 

raise awareness for Down Syndrome, understanding how we can support one another and to celebrate 
individual differences.  This year, the global theme is “We Decide” which is inspired by the United Nations 

Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) which supports effective and meaningful 
participation as a core human right.  As a Rights Respecting Gold Award School we are raising awareness 

of the rights for all people around the world and feel this is a very worthy cause.    
 

We will be raising money on the day and hoping to have some fun along the way.  On Friday we ask for 

all students and staff to wear odd colourful socks, donating £1 or any available change when entering 
school.  

 
Further information will be shared in our daily briefing, with students being given lots of information with 

the aim to increase understanding and equality.  Please feel free to get involved at home, wearing odd 

socks and sharing on social media using the hashtags #LotsOfSocks, #WorldDownSyndromeDay and 
#WDSD20 and donating on the website here if you wish;  https://www.downs-

syndrome.org.uk/about/campaigns/world-downs-syndrome-day/. 
 

Food Bank 
Your generous donations to Living Well Food Bank in Penge are being collected first thing tomorrow 

morning.  Please drop off the donations before school.  We will continue to collect throughout this period 

and will place a collection box in a secure/sheltered place so there is no issues with infection spread.  
 

Well-Being 
We are mindful that we are all going to struggle in the coming weeks and that will be about changes to 

routine, less access to social interaction, and more time with our children in a confined space.  There is 

a great opportunity for personal growth but a bit like training for a triathlon, there may be some tears 
along the way.  It is worth reminding ourselves that there are ways to reach out if you feel you need to. 

 
Please see the attached information on well-being support. 

 

We are going to keep going with our daily briefing and hope that families find this a useful focal point/way 
to start the day with well-being tips/comedy gold/word of the day etc.  

 
We are also going to be giving the staff that want it, an art pack/Ukulele and encourage them to 

participate in the art tasks that are going to be posted and post their efforts (and Ukelele progress 
online).  We would encourage all members of our LPGS family, young and old, to participate and post 

their efforts on Twitter @LPGS. 

 
Vulnerable Students/Children of Key Workers and Exam Results 

We were promised further information today, but as yet have not received it.  I will write again when we 
know more.  However, we are open next week for the children specified, we just don’t have a working 

definition of who they are.  Plans for next week are being formulated but are subject to change depending 

on numbers of students that it includes, and staff that are available. 
 

Yours faithfully 

 
Ms Katie Scott 

Headteacher 
 

https://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/about/campaigns/world-downs-syndrome-day/
https://www.downs-syndrome.org.uk/about/campaigns/world-downs-syndrome-day/


 

 

 
 

 

 


