
Teaching Toolkit 
This month we’re looking at peer-led interventions across a variety of 

subject areas at Langley Park School for Girls; data-informed sessions that 
have seen a rise in student attainment and confidence.  

Jeff Lutz, Head of Humanities, led a working party of colleagues from Dance, Science, English and 
SEN teams to trial a variety of peer-led interventions across each area.  Each intervention group was 
tailored to the needs of the pupils and consequently varied in terms of style/group size/year groups 
taking part.  The sessions ran for the duration of one half term, with most groups meeting 1-3 times 
a week depending on the subject.  The overall aim was to raise attainment levels through peer 
support.  Jeff explains how this worked with the Geography group:  

The group met twice a week at lunchtime for 30 minutes.  Grade 2/3 students were paired with 
grade 9 students and the session would begin with a 5 minute recap on previous learning/
knowledge dump with the teacher leading that part of the session. Students would then work in 
pairs to check the knowledge, answer an 8-mark question and then mark the question together. 
Finally, students would record a reflection on their key learning revision needs at the end of the 
session in anticipation of their next session.  

“At the end of the process, all participating pupils sat a test 
that focused on 8-mark questions - both groups 

significantly raised their performance.” 

Other teachers in the working party also found the interventions to have a positive impact on both 
pupil attainment and self-reported levels of confidence.                                                                            

For more information contact: Jeff Lutz at jl@lpgs.bromley.sch.uk  

Want to contribute to next month’s newsletter? Get in touch! j.davis@clarehouse.bromley.sch.uk
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A free weekly secondary education 

newspaper for teachers/leaders. 
Relevant content for primary 

teachers too.

@HuntingEnglish 
Alex Quigley. Senior Associate at the 

E.E.F. Former English teacher. 
Author: ‘Closing the Vocabulary 
Gap': http://amzn.to/2BwNd2F 

@daisychristo 
Daisy Christodoulou. Director of 
Education @nmmarking Author 
of Making Good Progress & 7 

Myths about Education. 

Recommended 
Reading 

Title: How to explain 
absolutely anything to 

anyone. The Art & Science 
of Teacher Explanation.            
Author: Andy Tharby. 

Educational Event 

ResearchED Surrey is 
coming to you on Saturday 

19th October 2019. 
#rEDSurrey aims to help 
teachers bring research-

informed practice to their 
classroom. 

Podcast Pick  

Teacher Toolkit by Ross 
McGill. It supports teachers 

across the world with 
resources and is one of the 

leading and unique teacher-
voices within the U.K.
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Spotlight on Pedagogy 
Under the spotlight this month is a blogpost by 
Carl Hendrick, author of What does this look like in 
the classroom? Bridging the Gap Between 
Research and Practice, which discusses the most 
effective way for children to revise. 

Hendrick draws on numerous research studies, which 
highlight the fact that many students don’t know how to study. 
Students claim that re-reading and highlighting work is the 
most effective way to revise, when in reality this just provides 
an illusion of competence.  In contrast, retrieval practice, 
spacing and interleaving are some of the most productive 
ways of revising.  But what do these terms really mean? 

✦ Retrieval practice means trying to remember the material 
you have learned as opposed to re-reading it.  Test yourself 
on what you remember on a unit of work or a chapter of a 
book. Paradoxically, forgetting leads to better 
remembering.  

✦ Spaced practice means spreading out your revision in 
smaller chunks over a period of time; essentially the 
opposite of cramming.  Little and often is much more 
effective than all at once. 

✦ Interleaving means mixing up topics and not studying all 
the same material at once.  Another highly effective strategy 
is to try to think of connections between topics you are 
studying considering similarities and differences.  By 
interleaving what you revise and when, you will remember 
that material far more effectively simply due to the fact that 
you will have to revisit that material multiple times with more 
gaps in between. 

To learn more about these key principles, check out Carl’s blog: 
https://chronotopeblog.com/2018/05/05/how-should-students-
revise-a-brief-guide/ 

“Repeatedly reading 
prose passages produces 
limited benefits beyond a 
single reading.”  

Carl Hendrick tweets as @C_Hendrick

Want to contribute to next month’s newsletter? Get in touch! j.davis@clarehouse.bromley.sch.uk
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CURRICULUM CORNER 
This month we’re focusing on PSHE and a project that sees Year 1 
children visit the elderly residents at a local retirement home.  

Every week, Helen Hogan (intervention teacher at Clare House) takes 
six Year 1 pupils to Baxter House Retirement Home in Beckenham.  
The children spend about 40 minutes with the residents where they read together, play board games, do puzzles, craft activities, 
sing and chat. The overall aim is for both parties to develop relationships and learn from one another. The children, who are 
randomly selected from the class, attend for a half term, which enables connections to be made and established.   

Intergenerational education has been formally planned in the US for over 50 years and it has been proven to have many positive 
effects for both the older and younger people involved.  Research shows that older people, by their presence in communities 
and neighbourhoods, have an essential role as educators, leaders and role models and in empowering the young.  We know 
that connecting with other people is vital for everyone’s wellbeing and this initiative helps to build those connections with our 
local community.                                                                                                                                                                                                     
For more information contact Helen Hogan:  h.hogan@clarehouse.bromley.sch.uk
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