
Teaching Toolkit 
This month we’re looking at Slow Writing; a prescriptive technique for 

helping children develop the sentence structure in their writing.  

At Clare House, we have been using this technique to enable children to slow down their thought 
processes and think carefully about the structure of each and every word and sentence in their 
writing. It is a technique developed by David Didau in his book The Secret of Literacy.   

Children are given an image to act as a stimulus for their writing (pobble365.com is a good 
source) and a model text (prepared in advance by the teacher) to read through. They are then 
given a number of slow writing prompts suitable for their particular year group. They work in 
partners, or individually, to read through the text and highlight the prompts they have been 
provided with - demonstrating that they understand the grammatical terminology. They then 
follow the prompts to write their own story. The writing they produce is heavily scaffolded but we 
are finding that the more this technique is practised, the more the children apply the Slow Writing 
principles to their independent work.  

For more information contact Julie Davis: j.davis@clarehouse.bromley.sch.uk 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@researchED1 
Raising research literacy in the 

teaching profession, and busting 
edu-myths. https://
researched.org.uk

@miss_mcinerney 
Laura McInerney. CEO of 
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columnist. Former editor of 

@SchoolsWeek.

@c_hendrick 
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Recommended 
Reading 

Title: How I wish I’d taught 
maths.                              

Author: Craig Barton. Host of: 
Mr Barton Maths Podcast: 

http://
www.mrbartonmaths.com/

podcast/            

Amazing App 

Teacher Tapp.                     
Help give teachers a voice by 
answering 3 questions a day 
and reading daily top tips. 
http://teachertapp.co.uk 

Podcast Pick 

Pivotal Podcast. Paul Dix 
hosts this weekly podcast 
focusing on behaviour, 

safeguarding and current 
educational issues. http://

www.pivotalpodcast.com 
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Spotlight on Pedagogy 
Under the spotlight this month is a blogpost 
by Tom Sherrington, author of The Learning 
Rainforest, which discusses Barak Rosenshine’s 
seminal work, ‘Principles of Instruction’. 

Sherrington explains why he considers it to be the best, most 
clear and most comprehensive guide to evidence-informed 
teaching there is.  The first five of Rosenshine’s principles of 
instruction are simplified here:  

1. Daily Review - an important component of instruction. It 
helps strengthen the connections of the material learned. 
Automatic recall frees working memory for problem 
solving and creativity.  

2. New Material in Small Steps - Our working memory is 
small, only handling a few bits of information at once. 
Avoid its overload — present new material in small steps 
and proceed only when first steps are mastered.  

3. Ask Questions - The most successful teachers spend more 
than half the class time teaching, demonstrating and 
asking questions. Questions allow the teacher to 
determine how well the material is learned.  

4. Provide Models - Students need cognitive support to help 
them learn how to solve problems. Modelling, worked 
examples and teacher thinking out loud help clarify the 
specific steps involved.  

5. Guide Student Practice - Students need additional time to 
rephrase, elaborate and summarise new material in order 
to store it in their long-term memory. More successful 
teachers built in more time for this.     

Tom’s review of Rosenshine’s work can be read here: https://
teacherhead.com/2018/06/10/exploring-barak-rosenshines-seminal-
principles-of-instruction-why-it-is-the-must-read-for-all-teachers/ 

“For me, it is the best, 
most clear and most 

comprehensive guide to 
evidence-informed 
teaching there is.” 

Tom Sherrington tweets as @teacherhead
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THE PRINCIPLES OF INSTRUCTION
TAKEN FROM THE INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF EDUCATION 
This poster is from the work of Barak Rosenshine who based these ten principles of instruction 
and suggested classroom practices on:
research on how the brain acquires and uses new information
research on the classroom practices of those teachers whose students show the highest gains
findings from studies that taught learning strategies to students.

Daily review is an important component of instruction. It helps 
strengthen the connections of the material learned. Automatic 
recall frees working memory for problem solving and creativity. 

Our working memory is small, only handling a few bits of 
information at once. Avoid its overload — present new material 
in small steps and proceed only when first steps are mastered.

The most successful teachers spend more than half the class 
time teaching, demonstrating and asking questions. Questions 
allow the teacher to determine how well the material is learned.

Students need cognitive support to help them learn how to 
solve problems. Modelling, worked examples and teacher 
thinking out loud help clarify the specific steps involved.

Students need additional time to rephrase, elaborate and 
summarise new material in order to store it in their long-term 
memory. More successful teachers built in more time for this.

Less successful teachers merely ask “Are there any questions?” 
No questions are taken to mean no problems. False. 
By contrast, more successful teachers check on all students. 

A success rate of around 80% has been found to be optimal, 
showing students are learning and also being challenged. 
Better teachers taught in small steps followed by practice.

Scaffolds are temporary supports to assist learning. They can 
include modelling, teacher thinking aloud, cue cards and 
checklists. Scaffolds are part of cognitive apprenticeship.

Independent practice produces ‘overlearning’ — a necessary 
process for new material to be recalled automatically. This 
ensures no overloading of students’ working memory. 

The effort involved in recalling recently-learned material 
embeds it in long-term memory. And the more this happens, 
the easier it is to connect new material to such prior knowledge.
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CURRICULUM CORNER 
This month we’re looking at Forest School at Clare House.  Esther Rees, 
EYFS Lead and Forest School teacher, heads up this outdoor learning 
programme, which aims to develop self-confidence through hands on 
learning.  

Once a week, Year 1 children change into their waterproof clothing and 
head to the forest area in our school grounds. At the start of each session, 
children talk about how to keep safe at Forest School and remind each other of the rules such as, “we will leave the site as we 
found it” and "we will not pick plants, flowers, berries or fungi”.  They carry out interesting activities that celebrate our natural 
environment such as: making natural, transient art pictures; hunting for Stick Man and Leaf Man (having read the stories in 
class); building shelters using tarpaulin; thinking about how some animals hibernate throughout winter.  

The children have great fun using their imaginations and creating things with natural materials that they find.  They grow 
stronger physically, developing both gross and fine motor skills, as well as becoming more balanced and coordinated.  

For more information contact Esther Rees: e.rees@clarehouse.bromley.sch.uk
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