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Teaching and Learning Autumn 2 focus:
Supporting students with reading

As teachers of literacy, we are all aware that studies show the significant link between

reading ability and success across all subjects. For this reason, it is imperative that we

employ the various strategies needed to scaffold reading for those students who need a

little extra support. Above are some ideas that we have seen staff use in lessons to great

effect. Try them out and see the impact it will have on your classes.

Into practice: Reading approaches from Alex 
Quigley – Closing the Reading Gap
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The Importance of 
Reading Out Loud

What it’s about: In this podcast, listen 
to Ruth and Teacher Toolkit host, Libby 

Isaac discuss:
The importance of reading out loud to 

children. Academic languages for different 
subjects. The challenge Scientific words 

pose to non-fluent readers. Fluency 
Strands and how to observe them. The 
positive impact of making mistakes in 

front of students

Why it’s useful:

This Podcast focusses on methods 
teachers can use to help to support 

children how to read, to develop 
comprehension and independence. As we 
all know for a student to be able to access 
the curriculum, literacy levels have to be 
strong and reading aloud is an easy way 

of supporting this.

CLICK HERE

Read, watch, listen recommendations
Click the logo to access the resource

Simple reading 
strategies

What it’s about: This videos shows 
simple reading strategies that teachers 
can use in any setting, any subject.

Why it’s useful: This short video 
highlights the importance of breaking 
down challenging vocabulary in a text 

and ensuring that all students 
understand what they mean, with 

particular focus on the bottom 20%. It 
also highlights methods you can use to 
allow students of varying reading ages 
to read the same extract as everyone 

else. Simple and quick methods such as 
activating prior knowledge and defining 

difficult vocabulary go a long way to 
ensuring the bottom 20% are not 

falling behind.

CLICK HERE

Developing skilled 
readers

What it’s about:
Reading comprehension strategies like 
‘prediction’, ‘questioning’, ‘clarifying’, 
‘summarising’ and ‘activating prior 
knowledge’ are the strategies to 
marshal the pieces of the reading 
jigsaw – just like starting with the 

corners – or clustering by colour when 
strategising your jigsaw .

Why it’s useful:
Broadly, such reading comprehension 

strategies help pupils to better 
organised their crucial background 

knowledge to construct the big picture 
of the text

CLICK HERE

ECT/2nd YEAR:
Ella Deane

Teaching like a Champion…

EXPERIENCED:
Lucy Jerry

SUPPORT:
Florence Rolston-Ashford

Ella has settled really well including 
taking on a Y11 class. Her feedback 
and LIT activities are very strong 

and she supports students 
understanding through animated, 

dramatic teacher reading that brings 
the texts alive. 

Florence confidently works in one to one 

and small group settings employing a 

wide range of reading strategies such as 

activating prior knowledge and defining 

key words. Her support within A Level 

Literature lessons has been invaluable. 

#totallegend 

Lucy has led the History department 

exceptionally well and is always trying new 

ideas to scaffold reading and writing tasks 

for her students. To name but a few, these 

include text mapping and graphic 

organisers. #whataledge

https://www.teachertoolkit.co.uk/2022/10/22/podcast-143/
https://www.theconfidentteacher.com/2022/09/developing-skilled-readers-knowledge-strategy/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Y00Oe-cODw
https://www.teachertoolkit.co.uk/2022/10/22/podcast-143/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Y00Oe-cODw
https://www.theconfidentteacher.com/2022/09/developing-skilled-readers-knowledge-strategy/

