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When you enter or walk past her lessons you 
will see students diligently working at the 

whiteboards. In groups they are grappling with 
equations and talk about Maths with real 

enthusiasm! If you want to see how to use 
whiteboards for some quick win AfL, then Anne 

is the person to see.

Abi has adapted science resources to 
include images as part of a dual coding 

support strategy. She uses real life 
discussion and situations to make the 

science relatable and accessible. She has 
engaged with oracy and literacy work in 
order to broaden her teaching tool kit. 

Katrina has been doing an incredible 

job supporting our EAL learners by 

adapting the lesson content so they 

can access the learning. Thanks to her 

calm, nurturing manner, students feel 

at ease, confident, and enthusiastic 

about their learning! #legend

Supporting SEND and lowest ability 

students
The EEF published a report into special educational needs in mainstream schools with the driving force behind it

acknowledging that we need to ‘do better’ for learners who have SEND needs. The attainment gap is twice as big for these

learners compared to their peers. If the gap is going to close, supporting them should be part of a proactive approach to

supporting all learners—it is not an ‘add on’. It means understanding the specific barriers students face to learning and what

they need in order to thrive. This must be a fundamental part of the educational diet in every classroom and every provision

that learners experience.

What does this mean daily for staff?

The focus should be on high-quality teaching through the ‘five

a day’ approach. The EEF indicated five approaches which

can be integrated into day-to-day teaching practice to raise

attainment among learners with additional needs, as well as

their classmates., see the image on the right.

All learners should be exposed to each of these

recommendations throughout their day across all subjects.

However, they can also be used as a start point for modifying

work, adapting practice and overcoming barriers to

learning. For example, having a good understanding of

cognitive overload will support all learners to retain

information; but may prevent those with sensory needs from

visual distraction such as busy presentations or displays.. By

considering this and moving that learner to sit near a

door/window, at the front of the class, or facing away from

brightly coloured/wordy displays and modifying your

presentations to include less text and more diagrams you will

support that learner to focus and develop.

These five points are not the whole answer to supporting

learners who have SEND, their needs are often wide ranging

and can be complex. However, understanding a ‘daily’

programme for these learners will enable them to experience a

regular and consistent learning diet which should ultimately

lead to improved outcomes.



Teaching & Learning Newsletter
Issue #7 Autumn 1 2022

High Quality Teaching 
for SEND

What it’s about: In this episode Gary 
Aubin joins Dale to discuss ‘High Quality 

Teaching for SEND’. He takes us 
through how the EEF has come to its 

conclusions around high-quality 
teaching for SEND.

Why it’s useful:

• 5 evidence-based approaches
• what this means for teachers in 

classrooms
• how SENDCOs can support teachers 

to recognise their own good practice 
and make changes to their practice 

where needed

Click here 

Read, watch, listen recommendations
Click the logo to access the resource

Adapting teaching for 
learners with SEND

What it’s about: This 

session explores strategies that can be 

implemented in the classroom to 

support children and young people with 

SEND using the graduated approach 

(Assess, Plan, Do, Review).

Why it’s useful: You will learn about 

the national picture and key 

legislation, and how this impacts on our 

moral imperative to provide access 

and opportunities for children and 

young people with SEND. You will also 

be sign-posted towards resources 

to support further 

professional development.

CLICK HERE

EEF - SEND 5 a day

What it’s about:
The overriding message from the report is 

a positive one. The evidence tells us

that teachers should instead prioritise 

familiar but powerful strategies, like 

scaffolding and explicit instruction, to 

support their pupils with SEND - being 

inclusive by design not as an afterthought.

Why it’s useful:
It offers five evidence-based 

recommendations to support pupils with 

SEND, providing a starting point for staff to 

review and reflect on their current practice 

and practical ideas they can implement.

Click Here – SEND 5 a day

Click Here - SEND Reflection

Into practice: Graphic Organisers
Graphic organisers represent a cognitive strategy that has been extensively researched with 

SEND pupils.

Graphic organisers are used to organise knowledge, concepts, and ideas. Examples include Venn 

diagrams, T-charts of pros and cons, mind-maps, cognitive maps, semantic maps, Frayer models, 

and chronologies or event chains.

They can be effective tools for supporting learning.

https://www.thesendcast.com/high-quality-teaching-for-send/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-blog-assess-adjust-adapt-what-does-adaptive-teaching-mean-to-you
https://www.wholeschoolsend.org.uk/resources/webinar-adapting-teaching-learners-send
https://www.thesendcast.com/high-quality-teaching-for-send/
https://www.wholeschoolsend.org.uk/resources/webinar-adapting-teaching-learners-send
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/eef-guidance-reports/send/EEF_Special_Educational_Needs_in_Mainstream_Schools_Recommendations_Poster.pdf?v=1635355222
https://d2tic4wvo1iusb.cloudfront.net/eef-guidance-reports/send/SEND_Five_a_day_Reflection_document_1.0.pdf?v=1657896386

